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mon to use creosote for painting and preserving the inside of silos and water storage tanks. A case has been reported in which several cows were killed following the drinking of water heavily charged with creosote from a newly painted tank.
Common salt may, under extraordinary conditions, cause death. The poisonous dose of common salt is given as 3 to 7 pounds. This is not exact, of course. An animal may be starved for salt and eat more than is good for it. An overdose of common salt might occur when this was used instead of Epsom salts.
Bichloride of mercury poisoning is not uncommon. This is a common chemical added to water for douching the genital organs of cows. Cattle are specially sensitive to this form of poisoning and great care should be taken not to make this antiseptic too strong. Many cows are permanently rendered useless as breeders from such practices. There are many other and better antiseptics than bichloride of mercury and none is half as dangerous.
The widespread use of lye as a germ-killer on the farm has led to cases of poisoning from this agent. While lye poisoning is not as common in cattle as in pigs and chickens, it occurs often enough to warrant a word of caution-
Kerosene is a household cure-all on many farms and poisoning has followed its use. Kerosene is of no particular value in veterinary medicine, so it could well be dispensed with as part of the farm medicine chest.
PLANTS POISONOUS TO CATTLE
Poisonous plants have caused heavy losses to range livestock. Eastern and midwestern fanners seldom report trouble of this kind. It is easy to fix the blame for the death of cattle on a certain plant, especially when proof to the contrary is lacking.
Some farmers think that animals are easily killed by eating a small quantity of poisonous weeds. Animals do not always become suddenly and violently ill after eating a few